Identity, the key term during the last two decades in social sciences
Introduction
The member states of the European Union have much in common: a European Parliament, a European currency, a supra-national legislative body, and a common external border. This state of affairs is linked with ancient patterns of community building, namely, the strategies of inclusion and exclusion that shape and consolidate nation states. As a result we can observe ongoing processes of redefining the Self and the Other. In most European countries the present political agenda conveys two ambivalent objectives: to combat increasing racism on the one hand and to stop "overforeignization" (Obeffremdung) through immigration on the other. It is in this context that the term identity has become topical during the past two decades. Its use, however, has been varied and at times contradictory. The politics of identity serve disparate political agendas among which are those to do with the politics of emancipation and equal rights (Young, 1990; Gutmann, 1993) . This concern is reflected in strands of theory and research where the relationship between identity and politics has become a central focus of inquiry. Such thematic fields are, for instance, the third generation of human rights, which are understood as cultural rights (Bielefeldt, 1998) ; the role of cultural rights in debates of multiculturalism in immigrant societies (Kymlicka, 1995; Baub6ck, 1998; Zolberg, 1996; ~inar, 1996) ; or the theories of the subject in cultural studies (Lutter & Reisenleinter, 1998; Grosseberg et al., 1992 Grosseberg et al., , 1994 and gender studies (Rich, 1984; Hill Collins, 1996; Mohanty, 1988; Brah, 1993) . 1
At the same time, those whose political objectives are to be found at the ultra-conservative end of the political spectrum have appropriated the term identity; that is, proponents of variously defined nationalisms,
